1696-1702] GRAVIER'S VOYAGE, ryoo 159

avenge the murder of all their allies. I have never
seen anything So beggarly.® I Know a few words
of their language; but, as more than two-thirds of
them were away from the village, whence hunger
had driven them, I remained there only 4 days.
They promised me to restore the Chapel, and to do
everything that I asked from them; but, unless the
Chief is very far away, There is not much for a
missionary to do. I had a cross erected on the Hill,
to replace that which had been carried away by the
Waters, which rose to a height of twenty feet. At
5 leagues below the village, we find on the North
side a small arm of the Mississipi, which Monsieur
de la Salle mentions; he says that it has a depth of
over 30 brasses of water, and is very convenient for
large vessels. But Monsieur D'Iberville —who had
the same inspected, and who caused Soundings to be
taken—did not find water deep enough to float a
Shallop. The more we approach the lower end of
the Mississipi, the more we go to the east and to the
east-Southeast. We also find more Currents and
worse Camping-places, and always clayey ground in
the Alder-bushes; or else we Have to go very far
into the woods, into which it is difficult to penetrate
without meeting Dense Canebrakes, whence one
cannot extricate oneself. Since we have left the
Natches, we have lived only on Indian corn with a
few Squashes—For it is a long time since either
wild oxen, Deer, or bears have been seen in this
quarter; and, if we have found a few bustards or
wild geese, they have been so lean that they were
as tasteless as wood.” This has caused our Canoemen
very often to sigh” for the River of the Ilinois, And
the beauty of the country and of the landing-places;



